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THE LATEST develop-
ment concerning the 
coronavirus pandemic 

is the pending approval in 
the United States, the United 
Kingdom, Canada, China, and 
elsewhere, of several vaccines 
with the potency to immunise 

individuals against the infection 
and spread of the coronavirus. 
This development has been 
widely anticipated for several 
weeks or months now as we 
followed the human trials of the 
vaccines and news of their ex-
ceptional performance in those 

trials. So the decision by the 
UK Ministry of Health to issue 
emergency-use authorisation 
for the Pfizer-manufactured 
drug and the anticipated au-
thorisation for emergency use 
of the Moderna-manufactured 
drug, along with news of the 

five vaccines being manufac-
tured in China, should come 
as no surprise to anyone, much 
less the minister and officials 
of the Ministry of Health and 
Wellness  here in Jamaica who 
are charged with monitoring 
developments concerning the 
prevention and spread of the 
pandemic. 

The question must be asked: 
Why then is the minister and 
his health team appearing to 
be scrambling to put a plan in 
place for the supply, distribu-
tion, and administration of the 
vaccine? This sense of urgency 

was created recently when the 
minister in answer to a question 
posed to him in the House of 
Parliament a few weeks ago, 
responded by indicating that a 
committee was only then being 
put together to develop such 
a plan. Last Tuesday past the 
minister returned to the House 
to announce the establishment of 
the National COVID-19 Vaccine 
Commission (NCVC),  compris-
ing a multidisciplinary and mul-
tistakeholder group of persons. 
The terms of reference of the 
NCVC is, inter alia, to “provide 

Needed Urgently: A plan to distribute COVID-19 vaccines

A Pfizer-BioNTech COVID-19 vaccine is prepared at the 
Royal Victoria Infirmary in Newcastle, England, Tuesday, 
December 8, 2020.  AP
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